A short walk
from Morley’s
Waterloo Centre
Elaine Andrews

There are some unusual and interesting buildings
within a short walk of the College. Some have
found new uses since they were originally built.

Let’s take a walk …

Walk to the front of the College and look over the
road to your left. You will see a very tall building,

it’s called The Perspective. This building has a
secret—it used to be the not so secret home to
MI6—the UK’s secret service, home to spies,
spooks and special agents. It was originally called
Century House and remained as office
accommodation until the late 1990s when it was
converted into flats. A series of the BBC series
What not to wear was filmed in one of the larger
flats at the top.

The Perspective building

Now continue walking left towards the traffic
lights.
You pass the Oasis Academy, a new secondary
school set up in 2013. The school buildings were

once an office complex, which replaced Christ
Church which was destroyed by a bomb in the
Second World War. Only the Lincoln Tower
remains of the old church.

The tower and church
were opened in 1876 in
memory of Abraham
Lincoln, and partly paid
for by Americans. The
tall spire has stars and
stripes in red and white
stones.

If you look at the base of the tower behind the
railings, you will see a memorial stone dated 1873.
It was laid by the same Samuel Morley who gave
his name to the College.

The College set up a Planetarium in the tower in
the 1980s and held Astronomy classes there.
The tower is now a listed building.

Continue walking towards the road junction and
cross Hercules Road. Look left towards the Park
Plaza Hotel. This building was also once an office
block for the Central Office of Information.

Continue walking until you reach 121 Westminster
Bridge Road.

The Necropolis Railway
The London Necropolis Railway opened in 1854 to
carry corpses and mourners between London and
the newly opened Brookwood Cemetery 23 miles

southwest of London. The Cemetery was
designed to create more space for burying
London’s dead. It needed the recently invented
railway to connect it to the city.

There were different
tickets available—for first
and second class
mourners and single
tickets for the deceased.
The first station was replaced in 1902 as the old
one was blocking expansion of the railway. The
building at 121 Westminster Bridge Road held the
LNR's offices.

Behind it was the main terminal with a third-class
waiting room, and an oak-panelled Chapel, for
those mourners unable to make the journey to
Brookwood. This building led onto the two

platforms, lined with waiting rooms and a ticket
office.
The station was hit by a bomb in April 1941 which
destroyed the waiting room, chapel and driveway.

It was not used again and closed a month later.

The main office building on Westminster Bridge
Road was undamaged and remains almost
unchanged.

Lambeth North station
Cross the road and walk back towards Morley.
Stop outside Lambeth North station. This station
was opened on 10 March 1906 and was

temporarily the last station on the Bakerloo line
until Elephant & Castle station opened a few
months later. The station was originally
called Kennington Road. The name was soon

changed to Westminster Bridge Road and again
renamed, to Lambeth North, in April 1917.

The stations on the Bakerloo line were designed
by architect Leslie Green. The two-storey steelframed buildings were faced with dark red
glazed terracotta blocks, with wide semi-circular

windows on the upper floor. On the platforms
the wall tiling featured the station name and an
individual geometric pattern and colour scheme
designed by Green.

Lambeth North is the least-used Underground
station in Zone 1.

Continue walking along Westminster Bridge Road
and cross the road opposite the College.
You will see Morley Gallery on the corner.
Morley Gallery and the art block was once a

public house called The King's Arms.
The King’s Arms was built about 1870 and was
owned by various breweries, the last one was
Charringtons. This photograph below shows the

pub before the second world war.

Sadly the King’s Arms was badly damaged by the
bomb which destroyed Morley College in 1940.
It was never used as a public house again and
stayed as a ruin until the 1960s when Morley

purchased it.

The building was turned into an Arts Centre, with
a gallery on the ground floor where the public
bars had been. Upstairs where the family and
staff lived became a large studio used for painting.

The upstairs rooms are used for printmaking.
The basement was once the beer cellar and also
used as an air raid shelter during the war. It has
been a sculpture studio, an electronic music

studio and is now used for storage, but will soon
become a new display space for the Gallery.
The Gallery holds regular exhibitions of student
work.

The Royal South London Dispensary
Continue walking past Morley Gallery along a row
of terraced houses. These were built around
1870, but the house at the end of the row,

opposite the Imperial War Museum is much older.
It was built to house The Royal South London
Dispensary in 1841. its role was to treat the poor
people of the area free of charge—like an NHS GP

surgery now. Money was collected from people in
the area who could afford to help. There were
also fund-raising events. The Dispensary closed in
1917 and since then it has been a Hospital for
Nervous Diseases, a hostel for
girls, a homeless shelter and is
now The School of Historical
Dress.

Vocabulary
Terminus—the end of the railway line
Memorial stone—a stone made to mark the date
of a building

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th president of the
United States
Terracotta—sculpted clay

