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Pablo was excited, it was the first day of
his course at Morley College. There
were lots of new people to meet, but
his class didn’t
start until 3
o’clock and it
was only midday now.

“What can I do while I am waiting?”, he
wondered. “I’ll just check on Google and
see what there is in the area around
Morley College.”
“Wow,” thought Pablo, “there is so
much to see around here! I don’t know
what to do first. I think I will go for a
walk to look at all the places and then I
will decide”.
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Pablo set off out of the building and
turned left on Westminster Bridge
Road. He crossed over to Lambeth
North Station and kept going until he
reached Lower Marsh.

Google told him that there was a street
market there where he could buy some
really good street food, and not too
expensive. He found a stall that sold
delicious Thai curry. “I could take my
food to the riverside and eat it there”,
he decided.
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So he cut
through the
Leake Street
Arches. What
an experience!
The old railway
arches are covered in the most colourful
graffiti, and the whole place smells of
the aerosol sprays because people are
always adding new art.
As he came out of the tunnel
into the daylight, straight
ahead on the South Bank he
saw The London Eye, a giant
wheel that you can ride in. He walked
towards it and looked up. “I will
certainly come back another day with
my friend and take a ride on that”, he
said to himself.
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But now he sat down to eat his lunch
and looked out across the River
Thames. On the left he could see the
Houses of Parliament and Big Ben.
Luckily it was a lovely, warm, sunny day
and it all looked very beautiful.

Soon he decided to continue his walk
along the South Bank. He turned right
and after a few minutes he arrived at a
huge arts venue called the South Bank
Centre.
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Here there are music concert halls,
theatres, shops, cinemas, places to eat
and drink, and art galleries. The place
was full of all sorts of people, young and
old, and from every part of the world.
Pablo felt completely at home. “I would
love to come back here one day,” he
thought and he picked up one of the
programmes of what was going to be on
in the next few months.
He kept on walking, all the time seeing
boats going up and down the river, and
lots of interesting buildings.
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Finally he came to a very strange
looking place: a black and white round
building made of wood and straw. What
could this be? It was Shakespeare’s
Globe Theatre.

He learned that
you could come
to this theatre
and see the
plays for only £5.
This was
another trip that he would plan.
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“It’s really time to get back to Morley
now,” he thought, “but what is that odd
little bridge over the river?”
It is the Millennium Bridge. Although
lots of people still call it the Wobbly
Bridge because when it was first built it
moved around so much that they had to
close it. Luckily it’s safe now!
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Pablo stood at the beginning of the
bridge and looked across the river.
There, straight ahead, was Saint Paul’s
Cathedral, one of the most famous
churches in the world. How beautiful!
He had heard that it had a bit called the
Whispering Gallery, and thought he’d
like to find out more.

Pablo walked on to London Bridge and
he knew it was time to turn back to get
to Morley College in time for his class!
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Ahead, along the river, he could see The
Tower of London and Tower Bridge. He
had seen them before on a a bus tour,
but thought it would be really cool to
see them up close. Perhaps he could get
there on one of the river buses using his
Oyster Card?
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But now he really had to turn back
towards London Bridge. And there,
towering above the railway station, was
The Shard, the tallest building in
London! Very exciting.
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But he decided to keep walking for a
little bit longer.
There were many boats to see on the
water, but here was a really massive
ship. It looked like a warship, and it was.
It was HMS Belfast.

You could tour round the whole ship.
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As he continued, Pablo caught the smell
of food, and spotted a large food market
called Borough Market which sells
beautiful but expensive food. Still, it
was fun to have a look, and smell.

And right next door was Southwark
Cathedral.
It was all very exciting, but, having seen
so many new sights, Pablo needed to
walk quickly to get back to the college
for the start of his class. But now he
knew how many places he wanted to
see properly, another time!
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Vocabulary
Fascinating: very interesting
Riverside: a space next to the river
Experience: something that happens to you
Tunnel: a long hole under the ground or water
Daylight: the light from the sun during the
day
Venue: a place where events happen
Concert halls: buildings where people can
hear music
Galleries: buildings where people can look
at art
Programme: a piece of paper which tells
people what they can see or hear
Wood: what trees are made of
Massive: very big
Warship: a large boat used for fighting in
war
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