Captain Tom
Covid hero

1920-2021

by Jo Keogh

Childhood
Thomas Moore was born on 30th April 1920 in
Yorkshire, England. His father was a builder and his
mother was the head teacher of a school. Tom went
to school in Keighley and then started an
apprenticeship in civil engineering.
War experience

He joined the army in May 1940,
eight months after the start of the
2nd World War, and was soon
selected for training as an officer.
In 1941 he became a member of
the Royal Armoured Corps and
was then transferred to India
where he set up and ran a training
programme for army
motorcyclists. He worked in Bombay (now Mumbai)
and Calcutta (now Kolkata).
He served in Burma (now Myanmar) as part of the
‘Forgotten Army’ where he caught dengue fever. He
returned to the UK in 1945 for training on Churchill
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Tanks and stayed until the end of the war. He was
demobilized in 1946.
Career
When he left the army Tom worked as a sales
manager for a roofing materials company in
Yorkshire and later manufacturing concrete pipes.
Hobbies

Tom was an adventurous man, and raced
motorcycles in competitions! He bought his first
motorbike when he was only 12 years old.
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The 100th birthday walk
It was when Tom was 99
years old that the COVID19 virus struck the UK.
With his 100th birthday
only weeks away he
decided to start a
fundraising campaign for
the charity NHS Charities
Together which supports
staff, volunteers and
patients in the UK
National Health Service.
He aimed to walk 125 metres of his garden ten
times each day, calling the challenge: Tom’s 100th
Birthday Walk for the NHS. He hoped to raise
£1000.
After 10 days he had already reached his target of
100 lengths and was watched completing it by
soldiers from the Yorkshire Regiment. He raised his
goal to £5000. Later he increased it again to
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£500,000, as more and more people around the
world heard about him and supported him!
The British media publicized the event after he
spoke on BBC Radio 2. And he joined Twitter to
thank the public for its generosity in giving so much
money. It was still 2 weeks until his birthday and he
decided to keep going until he reached 200 lengths
of his garden!
By the time of his birthday on the 20th
April he had raised a magnificent £30
million! By the end of that day he had
raised almost £33 million plus £6
million from the tax office! More
than one and a half million people
had donated money to his cause.

The money Tom raised has been spent on things like
well-being packs for NHS staff, helping with rest
rooms for tired staff, tools to help patients keep in
touch with their families, and community groups
who support patients when they leave hospital.
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Number One record

When Tom completed his 100th length the singer
Michael Ball sang You’ll never walk alone for him on
the BBC Breakfast television programme.

The next day a choir called the NHS Voices of Care
Choir made a digital single of the song with Tom
Moore speaking on it.

It sold almost 36,000
copies in 2 days and all the sales went to NHS
Charities Together. Tom was the oldest person ever
to be Number One in the UK Singles Chart.
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Honours
Everybody wanted to show their
appreciation of Tom with honours. On
21st April 2020 he opened the NHS
Nightingale Hospital in Harrogate. He
received a highly valued gold badge from the
children’s programme Blue Peter.
More than 800,000 people wanted Tom Moore to
be made a knight, and on 17th July he was made a
knight by the Queen at Windsor Castle using a
sword which had belonged to her father King
George VI.
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He also became the first member and captain of the
Football Association and National Football Team’s
Lionhearts squad presented by David Beckham.

There were many, many other honours in store for
Tom.
The media
Several artists painted Tom Moore, and some sold
them to raise more money for charity. He gave over
150 interviews to the media.

8

On the 6th May the BBC showed a 30-minute special
programme called Captain Tom: we salute you
presented by Michael Ball, and the two of them
sang together. In November British GQ magazine
named him ‘Inspiration of the Year’ and he
appeared on the front cover.
Moore published his autobiography Tomorrow will
be a good day in September 2020 with a version for
children and an audiobook also available.
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There is also going to be a film of his life.
There was a picture of Tom in 2020-2021 New Year’s
Eve fireworks display in London.

Guinness World Records
Tom Moore holds two world records. One for the
person who has raised the greatest amount of
money in an individual charity walk. And the second
as the oldest person to have a number one hit single
in the UK.
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Birthday celebrations

So many cards had been sent to Tom a week before
his birthday that a special mail sorting office was
opened, and 20 volunteers opened and displayed
them at a local school. He had received over
150,000 cards by the time of his birthday.
Royal Mail stamped all post between 26th April and
1st May with the words ‘Happy 100th birthday
Captain Thomas Moore NHS fundraising hero 30th
April 2020’. They also painted a postbox near his
home in NHS blue with a golden balloon.
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On his birthday morning two Royal Air Force
aeroplanes flew over his home, and in the afternoon
two helicopters from the Army Air Corps did the
same.

He got birthday greetings from Boris Johnson, Harry
Kane and Prince Charles, and a video call from the
United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres.
And instead of the usual 100th birthday message
from the Queen, he received a personal card.
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Tom’s death
Tom was taken to Bedford Hospital on 12th January
2021 suffering with pneumonia. Ten days later he
was sent home, but on that day he tested positive
for COVID-19. He stayed at home for nine days
before he was sent back to the hospital, and he died
on 2nd February 2021.
His funeral was
on 27th
February
where Frank
Sinatra’s song
My way was
played. He had
asked that the words, ‘I told you I was old’ be used.

Many public figures
paid tribute to Tom,
and the NHS Twitter
account said, ‘Thanks
for everything, Sir Tom’.
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The Houses of Parliament held a one-minute silence
for Sir Tom on 3rd February 2021.
Gone but not forgotten—Captain Tom’s legacy
On 6th April 2021, his family launched another
charity fundraising event in his honour –
The Captain Tom 100.
Captain Tom’s daughter Hannah, 50, says: ‘Of course
we are sad, we feel sorrow, we really do, but he
wouldn’t want us to sit here and feel sorry, would
he? What he’d want us to feel is hope’.
On April 30 – which is at the start of the May spring
Bank Holiday weekend – people all over the world
are being encouraged to do a challenge involving
the number 100 to raise money for the Captain Tom
Foundation or a charity of their choice.

Hannah explains: “He loved the coast. Build 100
sandcastles, or jump over 100 waves. Knit a hundred
lines. He would really have liked to make 100
Victoria sponge cakes. Or 100 cups of tea. Or do 100
keepy-uppies. Or 100 hops. Dream up your 100
challenge. We know people will do some incredible
things’.
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Vocabulary

Apprenticeship —a training and study programme
civil engineering — building engineering
Transferred — moved
Demobilized —released from the army
Manufacturing — making
Adventurous— brave
Publicized— advertised
Choir— a group of singers
Inspiration— something that gives you
encouragement
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