Sir Lewis Hamilton
M.B.E., HonFREng
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Early childhood and education

Lewis Carl Davidson Hamilton was born on 7th January
1985 in Stevenage, England. His father, Anthony Hamilton,
comes from Grenada and is black. His mother, Carmen
Larbalestier, is white, making him mixed-race. He has
identified as black.

Lewis’s parents separated when he was two, after which he
lived with his mother and his two older half-sisters until he
was 12. He then went to live with his father, his stepmother,
Linda, and his half-brother, Nicholas, who is also a
professional racing driver. He was raised as a Roman
Catholic.
When Lewis was five his father bought him a radiocontrolled car. One year later he came second in the
national BRCA championship beating all of the adults.
Sadly, as the only black child at his club he was racially
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abused. He took up karate to learn how to defend himself
from bullying.
Then at six his father bought him a go-kart for Christmas,
and later promised to support him in a racing career as long
as he worked hard at school! His father quit his job as an I.T.
manager in order to support his son and attend his races.
He became a freelancer working in up to 4 jobs at a time.
These jobs included being a double glazing salesman, a
dishwasher, and putting up signs for an estate agent.

Lewis attended The John Henry Newman School, a Roman
Catholic school in Stevenage. As well as his racing, he played
football and cricket. Later he said that if he had not become
a racing driver he would have been a footballer or cricketer.
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Junior racing success

Lewis began karting when he was eight and very soon he
was winning races and within two years he was the British
cadet champion, the youngest winner ever.

Later that year Lewis met Ron Dennis, the McLaren Formula
One boss, at the Autosport Awards, and asked him for an
autograph.
He said, ‘Hi. I’m Lewis Hamilton. I won the British, and one
day I want to be racing your cars’.
Dennis wrote in the autograph book, ‘Phone me in nine
years, we’ll sort something out then.’
When he was twelve the betting company Ladbrokes took a
bet of 40/1 that Hamilton would win a Formula One race by
the age of 23. Another predicted that he would win the
World Drivers Championship before he was 25.
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In 1998 after British championship wins, Roy Dennis called
Hamilton and offered him a job in the McLaren driver
development programme.

His karting successes also led to him being named as a
‘Rising Star’ member of the British Racing Drivers’ Club in
2000.
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Racism
Hamilton is the first, and as of 2021, the only black driver
racing in Formula 1. He has suffered racist abuse
throughout his career. In 2007 Spanish F1 supporters
abused him at the Chinese Grand Prix. After more abuse by
Spanish supporters during pre-season testing, the F1A
warned Spanish authorities and started a Race against
Racism campaign.

Early in his career Hamilton said that he ‘tried to ignore the
fact’ that he was ‘the first black guy ever to race in the
sport’, but later changed his view and tried to promote
equality within F1.
In 2018 he criticised the sport for its lack of diversity, saying
that nothing had changed during his eleven years in racing.
He encouraged others, saying, ‘Kids, people, there are so
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many jobs in this sport of which anybody, no matter your
ethnicity and background, can make it and fit in’.
He has supported the Black Lives Matter movement, ‘taking
the knee’ before every race in the 2020 F1 season. He also
wore t-shirts with the slogan Black Lives Matter.

In June 2020 Hamilton launched The Hamilton Commission
with the Royal Academy of Engineering.
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The commission tries to find ways for motor sports to
encourage more young people from a black background to
study science and engineering subjects, and to get into
motorsport and other engineering careers.
In May 2021 Lewis was the first person to be made the
Laureus Athlete Advocate of the Year award for his lead in
the fight against racism.

Lewis’s charity work
In 2012 Lewis began working with the United Nations
Children Fund (UNICEF). He went to the Philippines and
made a short film about the street children in Manila. When
the film was shown as part of Soccer Aid it helped to raise
over £4.9 million for UNICEF.
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In 2017 he joined the Super Dads campaign to highlight the
important role of fathers in their children’s development.
In 2013 he also became the Global Education Ambassador
for the Save the Children Fund where he promoted its
education campaigns.
In 2015 Lewis was the first ambassador for Prince Harry’s
Invictus Games Foundation which supports wounded,
injured and sick service men and women.
During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 Hamilton’s Neat
Burger restaurant donated free meals to frontline NHS
workers.

They also set up a Kids eat free scheme which gave free
meals to school children during the half-term holiday.
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In January 2020 Lewis donated $500,000 (about £383,000)
to help in the Australian bush fire emergency. The money
was used for fire services and animal welfare.
Lewis has also been a regular supporter of other good
causes. He has visited sick children in hospitals. He donates
personal and professional items for charity auctions, and
has raised money for several children’s charities including
the Make-a-wish Foundation, Comic Relief and Children in
Need.

Other interests
In 2018 he launched a
new clothes brand with
the American fashion
designer Tommy Hilfiger,
and called it
TOMMYXLEWIS.
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In 2019 he also started a vegan restaurant called Neat
Burger. It was announced as the first international plantbased burger chain. In 2020 Neat Burger won the Best
Vegan Restaurant of the Year at the Deliveroo Restaurant
Awards.
In 2020 he announced that he had been writing and
recording music for ten years.
In 2007 Lewis moved to Switzerland partly for privacy and
partly for tax reasons. But in 2010 he moved again to
Monaco. He also owns an apartment in New York and an
estate in Colorado.
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Honours and achievements

Hamilton has been recognised by the Powerlist which lists
the most impactful black Britons. He was in the top 10 in
2016 and 2017, and then came top of the list in 2021 for his
sporting achievements and his work for Black Lives Matter.
In 2020 he was also named in Time magazine as one of the
most influential people in the world.
By 2020 Lewis was estimated to have a fortune of £224
million, which makes him the richest British sportsman in
the history of the Sunday Times Rich List.
However, he has also been named by Christian Aid as a
public figure who had avoided UK taxes. In 2019 HMRC (Her
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) reported that he was in
the top 5000 highest UK tax payers.
Lewis Hamilton has been honoured on many occasions for
his achievements as winner of the F1 World Drivers’
Championships in 2008, 2014, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019, and
2020.
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Recently he won the Sportsman of the Year Award (in
2020), Pride of Britain Award (2007), BBC Sports
Personality of the Year (2014 and 2020) and F1A
Personality of the Year three times.

He was made an MBE (Member of the British Empire) in
2020, and a Knight by the Queen in the 2021 New Year’s
Honours list.
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This portrait of Lewis by Dario Mitidieri hangs in the
National Portrait Gallery in London.

15

