‘A Morley woman lived here’
Blue Plaques featuring women who
have a place in Morley’s history
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LONDON’S BLUE PLAQUES
London’s famous blue plaques link the people of the
past with the buildings of the present.

The London blue plaques scheme was started in 1866
and is thought to be the oldest of its kind in the world.
Women are notoriously under represented in the
scheme, so in this booklet I have focused on nine
women with a Morley connec on.


Emma Cons



Octavia Hill



Lilian Baylis



Lady O oline Morrell



Winifred Holtby



Dame Edith Sitwell



Dame Myra Hess



Dame Nine e de Valois



Virginia Woolf

In the Library:
Lived in London: blue plaques and the stories behind
them (R 914.21)
A woman lived here: alterna ve blue plaques,
remembering London's remarkable women (914.21)

Lilian Baylis (1873‐1937)
Lilian Baylis was an English theatrical
producer and manager. She managed
the Old Vic and Sadler's Wells theatres in
London and ran an opera company,
which became the English Na onal
Opera (ENO); a theatre company, which
evolved into the English Na onal
Theatre; and a ballet company, which eventually
became The Royal Ballet.
Morley Connec on
Lilian was the niece of Emma
Cons who founded Morley
College.
She used Morley students as
‘extras’ in Old Vic performances.
Her plaque is at 27 Stockwell Park Road, Stockwell.
In the Library: Four Years at the Old Vic: 1929‐1933 (MH), Lambeth women: a
topic pack (396.942), Lilian Baylis: a biography (MH), Lilian Baylis: the Lady of
the Old Vic (792.028092 BAY), Vic‐Wells: the work of Lilian Baylis (MH), other
books on the Old Vic, and correspondence in the College Archive.

Emma Cons (1838‐1912)
Emma Cons was a Bri sh social reformer, strongly
commi ed to women's suﬀrage. She also campaigned
for educa onal opportuni es for the working class,
set up the Old Vic as a Coﬀee Tavern. Emma worked
for Octavia Hill as a rent collector, star ng work at
Barre 's Court, Oxford Street. Later she moved to
South London, and in 1879 she established the South
London Dwellings Company around Surrey
Lodge, Lambeth, near to Waterloo sta on.
Morley Connec on
Emma was responsible for the
se ng up of the Samuel Morley
Memorial College for Working
Men and Women in 1889.

In the Library (Morley History sec on):
The life of Samuel Morley, Lilian Baylis: a biography, Octavia Hill's le ers to
fellow‐workers, 1872‐1911: together with an account of the Walmer Street
industrial experiment, Philanthropy and the construc on of women's
ci zenship: Lady Frederick Cavendish and Miss Emma Cons, several books on
the Old Vic.

Emma once had a plaque in Morton Place, near to the
current Morley buildings but this terrace was
demolished in the 1960s. The plaque can just be seen
in the image below.

Emma is also remembered in Marylebone, at Seymour
Place in a building that was once a public house, the
Walmer Castle.

Octavia Hill (1838‐1912)
Octavia Hill was an English social reformer, whose
main concern was the welfare of
the inhabitants of ci es, especially
London. Born into a family with a
strong commitment to allevia ng
poverty, she herself grew up in
straitened circumstances owing to
the financial failure of her father's
businesses. With no formal
schooling, she worked from the age of 14 for the
welfare of working people.
Another of Hill's concerns was the availability of open
spaces for poor people. She helped to save London's
Hampstead Heath and Parliament Hill Fields from
being built on.
She was one of the three founders of the Na onal
Trust, set up to preserve places of historic interest or
natural beauty for the enjoyment of the Bri sh public.

Morley Connec on
Octavia Hill met Emma Cons at the Ladies Co‐opera ve
Guild in Russell Place. They formed a close friendship.
Octavia enlisted Emma Cons to help her with collec ng
rent from her proper es in Marylebone.
Octavia’s plaque is at 2 Garbu Place, Marylebone.

There are other plaques to
Octavia in London and
Wisbech where she was born.
In the Library: Octavia Hill: a biography (MH), Octavia Hill's le ers to fellow‐
workers, 1872‐1911: together with an account of the Walmer Street industrial
experiment (MH)

Lady O oline Morrell (1873‐1938)
Lady O oline Morrell was an
English aristocrat and society hostess.
Her patronage was influen al in
ar s c and intellectual circles, where
she befriended writers
including Aldous Huxley, Siegfried
Sassoon, T. S. Eliot and D. H.
Lawrence, and ar sts including Mark Gertler, Dora
Carrington and Gilbert Spencer.
Morley Connec on—Lady
O oline donated many books
to Morley Library, which are
listed in the March/April 1903
Magazines. One of them is s ll
in the library’s special
collec on, BriƟsh wild flowers
by Sowerby & Johnson, 1890.
Her plaque is at 10 Gower Street, Bloomsbury.
In the Library: O oline: the life of Lady O oline Morrell (B MOR)

Winifred Holtby (1898‐1935)
Winifred Holtby was an English novelist and
journalist, now best known for her novel South Riding,
which was posthumously published in 1936 . She was,
together with Vera Bri ain, an ardent feminist,
socialist and pacifist.
Morley Connec on
Winifred gave a talk in 1935 for the Literary Society.
Her plaque (with Vera Bri ain) is at 58 Doughty Street,
Holborn.

In the Library:
South Riding (F)
Testament of friendship: the story of Winifred
Holtby
Virginia Woolf (823 WOO)

Dame Edith Sitwell (1887‐1964)
Dame Edith Sitwell was a Bri sh poet and cri c and
the eldest of the three literary Sitwells. She never
married but became passionately a ached to Russian
painter Pavel Tchelitchew, and her home was always
open to London's poe c circle, to whom she was
generous and helpful.
Sitwell published poetry con nuously from 1913, some
of it abstract and set to music, including the Façade
suite.
Morley Connec on—Edith Sitwell gave two lectures at
Morley in the series The Arts in Britain Today (1949)
and Poets Reading (1952). We have a surviving le er
and a telegram in the archive.
Her plaque is at Greenhill,
Hampstead High Street.

In the Library: Collected poems (821 SIT), Façade (CD 119), Façade (821 SIT),
Selvedge: issue 69: March/April 2016

Dame Myra Hess (1890‐1965)
Dame Myra Hess was an English pianist, best known
for her performances of the works of Bach, Mozart,
Beethoven and Schumann. During the Second World
War, star ng during The Blitz, she organised what
would turn out to be almost 2,000 lunch me concerts
in the empty Na onal Gallery.
Morley Connec on
Myra Hess performed with the
South London Orchestra at
Morley on 14th May 1939.

Her plaque is at 48 Wildwood
Road, Hampstead Garden Suburb.
In the College Archive: Programmes, correspondence
In the Library: J S Bach, Jesu, joy of man's desiring: chorale from cantata no.147
(Arr. Hess)

Virginia Woolf (1882‐1941)
Virginia Woolf was considered to
be one of the most
important modernist 20th‐century
authors and also a pioneer in the
use of stream of consciousness as
a narra ve device. Woolf began
wri ng professionally in 1900.
Following her father’s death, the Stephen family
moved from Kensington to the more bohemian
Bloomsbury, where they adopted a free‐spirited
lifestyle. It was in Bloomsbury where, in conjunc on
with the brothers' intellectual friends, they formed the
ar s c and literary Bloomsbury Group.
In 1912, she married Leonard Woolf, and in 1917 the
couple founded the Hogarth Press, which published
much of her work.
Hogarth House, 34 Paradise
Road, Richmond (le )
29 Fitzroy Square, Fitzrovia
(right)

Morley Connec on
Virginia Woolf (then Virginia Stephen) taught English
and History at Morley between 1905 and 1907. She
was employed by the Vice‐Principal Mary
Sheepshanks.
The latest book by Clara Jones—Virginia Woolf:
ambivalent acƟvist features a facsimile of the report
that Virginia wrote on her work at Morley. Virginia’s
brother Adrian Stephen also taught at Morley briefly,
her sister Vanessa donated pictures to the College
(now lost).

In the Library: Diaries, Le ers, Essays. Fic on—Between the acts, The
Waves, Jacob’s Room, The Hours, Mrs Dalloway's party, Night and Day,
Orlando, To the lighthouse, Flush: a biography, A room of one's own (396).
The Virginia Woolf Society Bulle n (2 issues)
Biographies of Virginia Woolf by John Lehmann, Alexandra Harris, Winifred
Holtby & Lyndall Gordon.
in the College Archive: one le er

Dame Nine e de Valois (1898‐2001)
Dame Nine e de Valois
Irish‐born Bri sh dancer, teacher, choreographer, and
director of classical ballet. She danced professionally
with Serge Diaghilev's Ballets Russes, later establishing
the Royal Ballet, one of the foremost ballet companies
of the 20th century and one of the leading ballet
companies in the world. She also established the Royal
Ballet School and the touring company which became
the Birmingham Royal Ballet.
Morley Connec on
Nine e de Valois gave two popular lectures at Morley
on ballet during the Second World War.
Her plaque is at 14, The Terrace,
Barnes.

In the Library: Come dance with me: a memoir: 1898‐1956 (792.8092 DEV)
In the College Archive: correspondence, flyers for lectures

